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Geme Goservationa on Cultural Pacta Affecting 
Selentifiic Progreas sca 


Mev 53 and eariier 


Sov 33 and curlier 
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ds Gs Whet is your ova opinion as te why Ching seemed te have lost ite ideas of 


progress foliewing the period of the sontemling states? 


30 locking backward to the past and, second, 
the period ef the con« % 
tenting states consists im the Weaidows of feudal authority and the eleone 


eult, a5 well as « doctrine in which officials hed & vested inter 

, | & 3% 
tw ee a & backward vard-looking influence on Chinese societ Td dens to the presen sal meres 
ee phi loneyhy Was & post-mortem idealization of the foudal s;sten 

2 is Confucian eyes, had gone throughs radical changes fer the vores during 
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& In afdition to Gonfuclanten, whet elements of Teolem aml Baddhisa ere 
pertinent to an understanding of this nleterical aitustions 


A. ‘Thm ascence of piillosephice! Teele: te the glocification of the era of 
emg oar bored nase igi de the hgeton of reaptest antiquity 
eecial differences did not exist. The baale owblogk of Daddhion 
o present & worka ao an illusion vith on 
a dustaver happens in the present workd, in- 
rene , equally iljusery. It is euamy ta see how these syetem: of 
bave reinforced the anti-progress charactar of Gonfuclanica throaghout 
uanee Sinsery. To ull three of these systems - Centauckanian » foglen, end 
uGahion « the idea of “pregress,' aa we conceive it, has 20 mesninc. 


Qs 
weaken 


‘ecommae: fhe Solloviae tuo articles which eels the beet BRBLyES 
that pores i hewe seen: 


en ce aia Sociales aod in 4ncteot China’ 
poGés, tien Hata (english Language) Voluce IT, 1036. 


Q. Vaat do you believe vere the asin factors eontelveting to Chinese failure to 
Gevelop Vostern scientific attitudes after their intraduction in the i7th aed 
ifth centurtes? 

4, Feng Tu-lLiang's articie, cited above, gives the best angwer to this queation 


Chat 1 know of, 


@. What culture: factors, including philosoghiesi, remain today as deterrenta 


te progress in B¢lence and technology? 
A She swrvivel of a mo aa oe 


oe really enthusiastic about ectenbific endeavour. ‘he present regice on 
tee wainian is und ly meting y im eradicating this vattstude, eyes at 
48 unlikely thet a c iy woderniagdg interest ln eclence can be iepesed 


complete 
tive population owernight. In certaia scientific —) for enzpic archeology 
aad. gee es oer hes bees a hindram enti fi: 


tse weliefs paraict, and ‘to ‘the degree that they persist, ‘hey will cart a 


wagetive forse agelact the grovth of a meotern scientific env 


@. Saet cultural factors aignt account for the failure of Western-trained 
Chinese selenticts to continue productive work efter returning to Ghina with « 
goed 2ecord of achievement waler Weetern guidance and inepiration? 


A. The oclentific milieu a. Ge 
the Veat hes never exiated in Chimes, Thia 4a a cultural faster in the broadest 


failure ef a gifted vestern-trained Chinese actentiet to accomplieh aaything 
in bis field efter retwroing to china ie a parsenal tragedy which hus happerod 
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i] % * 
- = of ay friends and acquaintances. 1 wild give eervera typical exemples 


i Witieily happens end wey if heprenc. 
ae The scientist retuens to Chine ond ie umarle to find « postition calling for 
the perticular apeciait, in vaich he hes been trained in the Vest. Be aunt 
magppert bis fenily end so be tales o fob vhich does noG allow the develosent of 
his woilities and which may sot even be in the fleld of science. There are no 
private fouslations t wugport hin in the interests of a geueral advance of 
eetembific eowledge. After a Tew yeare his imewledge becamea rusty and his 
Page week. By thet tise bar t6 usually so coumitte: that be sould not :eturn 
his original work even if 6 fair opportunity te de so occurred. 


(») The scientist returns te Gulna and finds o aultatle position but does not 
fing the eqalpeont oni the ctdmuus provided by eclieagues which wade hie achieve- 
ments possible in the vest, Se finds it difficult if aot impoasivlie te advance 
his work ead becomes a wedioore teacher or investigater. 


(c}) The sclentist retwne to chins end finds a suitable poaltion and the ee 

egalgeent with which te carsy on hia work. Dat since hie culture value other 

Gaings for more highly thes scientific achievement, be cancyt rely an his were 

alane to apeure hin promotion or even the holding of hie job. Ue fa distracted 

by the necessity of playing politics in hie organisation and his work suffers. Ee 
it ae cn et 

coweee bi 8 incom and security, with hia selentific work yumhed to the background. 


Gmes three instances differ oaly in superficial respects, Te basic problen 


‘Paeed by each of thence hypothetical scientists is that ef having to sare a living 


is & ciiLture which hes never teen willing to support sore than « hetdful of pure 
sctentists for thelr work elone. It wid to unthinkable for a wealthy Chinese 
te establish — Ford or a Gugzenbele Pouslation to support scientific research. 


Q. How auecesedul Go you believe the Commumiut regime will be in creating tho 
kind of exvirorae-it ph pes will encourage selentific progress? 


As Z am afreidé that tee Chinsse cCassumiets will prooably ie able to transfers 


the values ef Chincse society in another — ami opaate 6 naterlalist 
teuhaical envircament approaching thet of the On. ‘the Chinese com ee 
weing dictatoric] methods to destroy the cultural at artirmenerethes patna 
whieh have ichtoited the grewth of « eclentific aiideu. They ave treiaing and 
einai scleniiats igen Veokiclans by fiat. They will, unless teelr power 1s 
vi birwbboroh ztaroal evunte, go to the opposite extrema: avi produce a 

Apart 4 et tacknology. Comaisist politics will play ite payt in this amr en~ 

ee Just a6 géraonsl politics did in the old, Wst Gina will have a algalfi~ 
coat portion wenn and sgaterial cesources comaitied to seleatific ant 
technical work, Tt may take much core than another generation te reet out ail 
the old eal ane sad Lnencas fo0a the mass population bet under the present oyutea 
the family influence over youth, as the chomel far perpetuating cultere: attitudes, 
will probably conse. $e oe an deportant factor. 


Qe wate vegerd to the interference of Commmiat ideology with sctentific son~ 
clusions, especially in the blolegical selences, do jou seo any reagim to expect 
thes the chinese would be any sore réepletamt than the Soviets to such weddling?t 


A. to. I would ompest both the chinese comanist politien, leaders wad the 
Givens sctanktete ting at leset, who vish te Zowp theiy Jove) to go> along 
with whatever idecing’: sal @ictation in ectience, os in everything elie, Lawns 
Seon the irentin., 
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